Vertebroplasty for vertebral hemangioma in children: a report of two cases with 2-year follow-up.
To describe two cases of a dorsal vertebral hemangioma diagnosed in a 12- and 14-year-old child successfully treated with vertebroplasty. Cases reports. Two cases of aggressive vertebral hemangiomas were diagnosed and treated in two independent institutions. Percutaneous vertebroplasty was then decided. Bipedicular vertebroplasty was performed under general anesthesia, under biplanar fluoroscopic guidance. The injection of acrylic cement filled the entire vertebral body without significant leakage. At last follow-up, the clinical and radiographic outcome was very good. In one patient, last control radiographs showed a gap between the end plates and the cement, spinal growth seemed to have resumed. Vertebral hemangioma is rare in pediatric patients, and its diagnosis requires meticulous and regular clinical examinations and a combination of imaging studies, particularly an MRI and a CT scan, which can assess the aggressiveness of the lesion. Vertebroplasty seems to be an effective and safe treatment of this benign tumor in children with stable outcome at 2-year follow-up. Spinal growth may resume despite the aggressiveness of both the tumor and the treatment.